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Tax
bills
Durango is sedate and small
of
the
rich
– but so was Newtown
highest in
30 years
HOW SAFE ARE OUR SCHOOLS?

Top 20% in nation will
pay an average 27.2%
BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Durango Police Department’s Sgt. Dave Peterson discovers an unlocked exterior door at Needham Elementary School during a lockdown drill.

Some students, parents ask: ‘What if?’
BY SHANE BENJAMIN
HERALD STAFF WRITER

any students say they feel safe at area
schools, largely because Durango is a
tightly knit community where nothing
bad ever happens.
The same thing has been said at other schools
where terrible acts of violence have occurred, including Colorado’s Columbine High
School in 1999 and Sandy Hook
Elementary late last year.
The paradox is not lost on stuONLINE
dents or administrators.
For a video about
“I just don’t think it could
this story, visit
happen here, but I guess that’s
durangoherald.com
what everybody thinks,” said
Tatiana Hovland, a junior at Durango High School.
Sadie Geauthreaux said the odds of anything happening at Durango High School are “pretty slim.” She
said: “I know everywhere must say that, but Durango
in general is very sheltered and a very safe place, and

M

See DURANGO, 6A

In this series
SUNDAY: Vulnerability of area schools assessed. School violence is about more than shootings. A Columbine High School
survivor recounts the event and discusses safety at Durango
High School, where he works.
TODAY: Students and parents feel safe at local schools. Students rehearse drills in the event of a school shooting. Debate
persists about arming teachers.
TUESDAY: Area law enforcement train for shootings. From
cameras to metal detectors – how far are we willing to go to
protect students? Mental wellness may be the best defense
against school violence.

Vanessa Fisher, principal at Sunnyside Elementary School is seen outside the front
entrance to the school on a video entry system in place at the school for security.

Lockdowns a reality today
BY SHANE BENJAMIN

lock the classroom door, turn
off the lights and hide from
visible corridors.
The assumed threat: A
In the 1950s, children were
taught to duck-and-cover – the madman with a gun.
Lockdown drills began in
act of crawling under a desk
the United States after the
in the event of a surprise
Columbine High School masnuclear attack.
sacre in 1999. Local schools
Today, the threat has
do about one drill every year,
changed, and so has the drill.
Now, children practice
lockdown drills, in which they
See LOCKDOWNS, 6A
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WASHINGTON – The poor rich.
With Washington gridlocked again over whether
to raise their taxes, it turns out wealthy families already are paying some of their biggest federal tax
bills in decades even as the rest of the population
continues to pay at historically low rates.
President Barack Obama and Democratic leaders in Congress say the wealthy must pay their fair
share if the federal government is ever going to ﬁx
its ﬁnances and reduce the budget deﬁcit to a manageable level.
A new analysis, however, shows that average tax
bills for high-income families rarely have been higher since the Congressional Budget Office
began tracking the
71.8
Share of taxes
data in 1979. MiddleThe wealthiest
and low-income famiAmericans pay the
lies aren’t paying as
biggest portion of
much as they used to.
the nation’s taxes.
For 2013, families
Share of federal tax
with incomes in the
burden by income:
top 20 percent of the
8.6
nation will pay an av-0.4%*
erage of 27.2 percent
of their income in fedBottom
Middle
Top
20%
20%
20%
eral taxes, according
to projections by the
*Federal credits exceed taxes,
leading to negative tax rate
Tax Policy Center, a
research organization
SOURCE: Tax Policy Center
AP
based in Washington.
The top 1 percent of
households, those with incomes averaging $1.4 million, will pay an average of 35.5 percent.
Those tax rates, which include income, payroll,
corporate and estate taxes, are among the highest
since 1979.
The average family in the bottom 20 percent of
households won’t pay any federal taxes. Instead,
many families in this group will get payments from
the federal government by claiming more in credits
than they owe in taxes, including payroll taxes. That
will give them a negative tax rate.
“My sense is that high-income people feel
abused by being targeted always for more taxes,”
said Roberton Williams, a fellow at the Tax Policy
Center. “You can understand why they feel that
way.”
Last week, Senate Democrats were unable to advance their proposal to raise taxes on some wealthy
families for the second time this year as part of a
package to avoid automatic spending cuts. The bill
failed Thursday when Republicans blocked it. A
competing Republican bill that included no tax increases also failed, and the automatic spending cuts
began taking effect Friday.
The issue, however, isn’t going away.
Obama and Democratic leaders in Congress

See TAX BILLS, 10A

A special trip for a young movie star
Maybe you saw the sevenminute ﬁlm “Sterling’s Special Love Holds” last week,
and, maybe, if you weren’t
paying close attention, you
were perplexed.

John
Peel

Who is this Sterling kid, you queried, and what makes him a star?
This is a story about a lovable,

IN TOMORROW’S PAPER
City, Region, State | 3A
Classiﬁeds | 6A, 1C
Health | 1B

Sterling Bachman,
11, subject and
star of “Sterling’s
Special Love
Holds,” joins his
mother, Cindy
Bachman, last
week in the lobby
of General Palmer
Hotel.

ON THE NET
ANGELIGHT FILMS: www.angelightﬁlms.org/ﬁlms
strong-willed kid. Or maybe it’s about parents desperately battling his rare condition. Or it’s about
ﬁlms that celebrate a child’s indomitable spirit.
Take your pick – it’s all here.
The 11-year-old with a slow-growing tumor in
his skull is the leading man in a short ﬁlm that

See PEEL, 10A
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Get a preview of a talk by three women authors whose passion is the West

Legal notices | 4C
Local briefs | 2A
Lotto | 10A

Movies | 2A
Nation/World | 5A
TV Times | 2B

Today: Snow showers possible this
morning. High 48 | Low 19.
More weather | 4C

News tips | 247-3504 or 375-4567
Subscribe | 375-4530
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